THE PROTESTANT WIND
sat in the narrow, devoted cluster at the Cockpit. If he was
in touch with Shrewsbury and Russell and their party of
action, he was also intimate with Sunderland, the chief
Minister, and with Halifax, the outstanding moderate. His
countenance was inscrutable, his manner bland, his discretion
unfailing.
The birth of the baby Prince who set so many ponderous
wheels in motion was received with general incredulity,
sincere or studiously affected. From the beginning doubts
had been thrown upon the belated pregnancy of the Queen.
The prayers and intercessions in which the Catholics had
indulged, and their confident predictions that a son would be
born as the result, led to a widespread conviction that a trick
had been practised. The legend that a supposititious child
had been smuggled into St James's Palace in a warming-pan
was rife before the ashes of the official bonfires had vanished
from the streets. By a strange imprudence of the King's the
majority of persons present at the birth were Papists, the
wives of Papists, or foreigners. The Archbishop was absent:
he had that day been conducted to the Tower. Neither of
the Hydes had been summoned, though as Privy Councillors,
brothers-in-law of the King, and uncles of the two Princesses
whose rights to the Crown were affected, their presence
would have been natural. The Dutch Ambassador, who had
a special duty to William, was not invited. More important
perhaps than all, Princess Anne was not there. She was at
Bath. The Churchills were with her, and Sarah no doubt
received an authentic account from the still beautiful Frances,
now Duchess of Tyrconnel, who was on the spot.
It has been suggested that Anne had kept deliberately out
of the way at the far-seeing suggestion of her favourites.
How they could foretell the swift and premature accouche-
ment, of which but twelve hours' notice was given,
or imagine the controversies that would arise about it,
is not explained. Nevertheless, the fact that Anne was
absent enabled her to adopt a placid but unshakable
scepticism upon the event which barred her succession
to the Crown. "I shall never now be satisfied," she
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